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Description automatically generated]Community Planning Partnership Board Meeting
 Thursday 30th January 2025 at 10.00am via Microsoft Teams

Present – Andrea McCann, Annette Lang, Dona Milne, Elliot Whitson, Fiona Kennedy, Gill Main, Grace Vickers, James Robertson, Jim Sherval, Kevin Anderson, Lesley Kelly, Lynsey Davidson, Myra Forsyth, Nick Clater, Nora Fedra-McKay, Rebekah Sullivan, Roddy Henry, Ann Stewart-Kmicha 

Apologies – Audrey Cumberford, Bryan Pottinger, Claire Ross, David McCallum, Jamie Bell, Jane Burnett, Keith Fisken, Michael Jeffrey, Michelle Strong, Morag Barrow, Rebecca Hooton, Steven Young, Murray McEwan, 



	Agenda Item
	Minutes
	Action

	Approval of minutes 

	The board approved previous meeting minutes 
	

	Matters arising 
	Midlothian Council - Net zero target 2045 

Annette Lang (AL) advised she has discussed with the climate change officer and the CP Board have stated they are willing to realign to 2045 target and wish to reinforce their commitment to climate change even though the target date has been changed. 
 
Lesley Kelly (LK) stated for purposes of minute she would have concerns however appreciate the resources available to work on this. 

Ann Stewart–Kmicha (ASK) noted that Federation of community councils would be in a similar mindset. 
	















	Action Log 
	The action log was reviewed and updated.

Kelly Parry (KP) raised her concerns about the increase in national insurance contributions. KP has written to Kirsty McNeil to joint chair round table discussion with community planning partners.  Awaiting a response.
	

	CPWG update 
	COSLA attended the CPWG and provided information about no recourse to public funds.

COSLA have migration and population team for local authorities to approach in terms of further support.  

COSLA suggested in kind support was appropriate for those with NRPF.





	Presentation to be circulated with minutes (in working group minutes)  

Any questions/comments to be fed back to Annette or Rebekah 



	CPP conference report 
	Rebekah Sullivan (RS) gave a presentation which highlighted the key points from the conference. The Board agreed that there would be no conference in 2025 however smaller learning events could be organised. Consideration of future themes for the Citizens Panel was raised. 




	Suggestions of where the graphic summary of the conference should be displayed to be sent to RS. 


	
	Scotland Census Interactive Map 
	https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/atlas/choropleth?lad=S12000019 

Suggestions for use could be for funding application or targeting of flyers/leaflets. 


Grace Vickers (GV) suggested we share with cost-of-living task force. Further analysis is required and could focus on top 3 things that would make a difference in each locality.  

Ann Stewart-Kmicha raised the need for caution as statistics do not show a complete story. There may be other reasons e.g. dynamic for house building for disabilities so different way of viewing statistics. 
It was suggested we arrange a workshop on how to use statistics in a meaningful way. 

LK – it is requested that the Third Sector be included in any census training sessions. 
 

ASK requested statistics on the pupil role projection for federation of community councils 

	Task for board to find out 1 thing you didn’t know about Midlothian.












Fiona Robertson to send statistics to Ann.

	Child Poverty Report 
	Fiona Robertson presented the report on year 6 child poverty action report.  This report sets out actions taken in 23/24 and outlines future plans to support families and reduce child poverty in Midlothian. The report is a collaboration involving Midlothian Council, NHS Lothian and other stakeholders. Fiona highlighted that good progress has been made across a range of the priority actions.
Thanks were given to Dona Milne for work in her as role as champion for Reducing Poverty. 
	

	CPP Self Evaluation Summary Results 
	The Board were reminded that the National Community Planning Self-Assessment will be held on 24th March 2025. The self-assessment is based on 17 responses. From an initial analysis of the results, feedback and comments are positive with some areas for improvement. 


	

	AOB 
	Community Justice Self Evaluation 

Fiona Kennedy (FK) updated from the Community Justice Partnership. In August 2024 the care inspectorate wrote to all Local Authorities to advise that they had renewed intention to look at scrutiny activity and how they are functioning. 

The newly appointed co-ordinator will be taking the Community Justice Board and Working Group through the core assurance template and will submit it back to Community Justice Scotland. 



New Community Planning Teams Channel

AL provided an update that the teams channel has been created externally on teams. This means that partners can work on documents at same time. Although all members of the channel will be able to see the draft versions of documents being produced.  

LCTS meeting 

KP highlighted that Lothian Community Transport Service have funding to provide a transport service aimed at women. The Board would welcome a presentation on this project at a later date. 

LK highlighted that the community health and wellbeing fund will operate again in Midlothian.  

Lynsey Davidson (LD) - national and regional updates from skills development Scotland to be circulated. 

Elliot Whitson (EW) – 
Reminded partners that the Scottish Fire Rescue service will be relaunching home fire safety visit from 12th February, data sharing framework has been shared previously. 
 
	















Board Members to provide feedback to AL if able to see and access channel. 

















	Date of next meeting 
	27th March 2025 10am via MS Teams 
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No Recourse to Public Funds

Local Authority Approaches and Considerations











Stefan Smith (COSLA)

Midlothian Community Planning Working Group

22 January 2025







COSLA Migration and Population Team

Represent local authorities in a variety of forums

Support with training and guidance

Strategic Migration Partners for Scotland

Cover areas such as:

No Recourse to Public Funds

Asylum

ESOL

Hong Kong BN(O)

Gypsy/Traveller 

Resettlement

Trafficking

Ukraine









What is NRPF?

Condition placed on people with certain immigration statuses which prevents them from accessing ‘public funds for immigration purposes’

Affects a wide range of immigration/visa types and can include students, workers, asylum seekers, Hong Kong BN(O) and EEA nationals

Increased risk of rough sleeping, experiencing exploitation (trafficking, VAWG, labour exploitation) 

Some of the most severe destitution in Scotland







What is considered a public fund?

Public Funds

Most mainstream benefits (e.g. Universal Credit)

Social housing

Homelessness assistance (enquiries should be made)

Scottish Welfare Fund



Not Public Funds

Social services support (including accommodation and subsistence)

Voluntary sector support

Education and healthcare











Local Authority Data (Immigration Type)

		Immigration Type		2022/23

		EEA National		364

		Leave to Enter/Remain with NRPF		140

		Asylum Seeker		124

		Appeals Rights Exhausted (ARE) Asylum Seeker		38

		Visa Overstayer		54

		Destitution Domestic Violence Concession		20

		Other		54



COSLA Survey data highlighting which cohorts are supported by local authorities







Asylum Population

Usually accommodated by Mears (Home Office provider in Scotland)

In receipt of asylum support:

£49.18p/w for each person in the household

£8.86p/w for each person if food is provided in the accommodation

Asylum support payments can be stopped or reduced if the individual does not meet the destitution threshold

Cash, savings, employment (with right to work), regular and substantial payments 

Payments “clearly...for reasons unrelated to...the costs of...accommodation or...essential living needs” are not included in this calculation e.g. support for a disability, travel costs to an activity or a modest donation from a charity.













Statutory Duties

Social services support is not considered a public fund. If a local authority assesses an individual or household to require social work assistance, statutory duties still apply: 

- Section 22 of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 – to a family to meet a child’s needs

- Sections 29 & 30 of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 – to a young person eligible for aftercare

- Sections 12 or 13A of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 – to an adult in need

- Section 25 of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003

If a social work team identifies a care need for a household in the asylum process, the duty applies to the local authority as opposed to the Home Office or accommodation provider. 







Local Authority Data (Statutory Duty)

		Statutory Duty		2022/23

		Children Scotland Act		269 Families (506 children, 332 adults)

		Public Health Act		150

		Social Work Scotland Act		124

		Housing Scotland Act		99

		Management of Offenders		12

		Mental Health Act		11

		Total		1503









Local Authority Approaches

- Approach to NRPF depends on the needs of a local authority

- Good practice to put in place a structure that can be scaled up if numbers increase

- Clear points of contact on website and a referral pathway

- NRPF panels to review cases

- Consistent data recording processes across services

- COSLA annual survey to evidence the costs to LAs of unfunded work

- A focus on pathways out of destitution and links to immigration advice and support









Support and Resources

Migrant Rights and Entitlements Guidance

COSLA quarterly NRPF Scotland Network

COSLA NRPF enquiries - stefan.s@cosla.gov.uk

COSLA asylum enquiries - catherined@cosla.gov.uk 

International Organization for Migration – second tier advice and individual immigration casework for local authorities - immigrationadviceUK@iom.int 

NRPF Network (UK and Scotland specific guidance and training)

List of public funds for immigration purposes







Key Messages

NRPF can be complex so don’t worry about understanding everything

It is better to be aware of guidance, advice and referral routes than expecting to know it all

Often the instinct with NRPF is to focus on what someone can’t access but we should also focus what someone is entitled to

Often people facing destitution due to NRPF are the most destitute people in the country, this leaves people especially vulnerable to rough sleeping, trafficking, exploitation and use of emergency services

Clear processes, consistent data collection, a focus on pathways out of destitution and early intervention are key to positive outcomes for individuals and local authorities
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