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section 1:  
introduction

Midlothian Moving Forward, the Community Planning Partnership, is committed to placing communities 
at the heart of community planning. This involves producing neighbourhood plans in each of 
Midlothian’s sixteen Community Council areas.

This plan is focussed on the Danderhall & District Community Council area.

A Neighbourhood Plan describes the area it serves and lists the changes, developments and 
improvements local residents would like to see happen. This is done through consultation involving 
both public meetings and questionnaires aimed at finding out the most important issues that need 
to be addressed. The process is designed to help a variety of agencies to work together with local 
people to build strong, safe and attractive communities.

A steering group consisting of community representatives working in partnership with different 
agencies was formed to develop and undertake the consultation process and to take forward this plan.

In setting up the Community Planning Partnership process, Midlothian Moving Forward has 
established the following priorities:

Adult Health and Social Care

Getting it Right for Every Child (GIRFEC)

Maximising Business Opportunities

Ensuring the Local Area is a Safe Place to Live, Work and Visit

Improving Opportunities

Conserving and Improving Midlothian’s Environment

These priorities have guided both the process of consultation and the reporting of findings described 
in this document.

This document summarises the outcomes of the consultation undertaken in 2012.

The Danderhall Neighbourhood Plan recognises and values the strengths of local communities and 
local residents, and seeks to build upon their knowledge, skills and expertise.
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The area is a group of villages 
within Midlothian, situated just 
outside the city of Edinburgh. 
The main villages include a 
large number of council housing 
– although much of this is 
now privately owned by the 
occupiers.

The area provides a variety of 
amenities for the people who 
live there. All the shops in the 
area are situated on Newton 
Church Road, Danderhall. These 
consist of various retail outlets 
including Co-operative Food, 
RS McColl (which also contains 
a Post Office), a pharmacy and 
hairdressers. There is also a 
Medical Centre.

There is one church in the area, 
namely Newton Church (which 
has a cemetery attached). The 
church runs groups for the 
locals, such as Boys Brigade.

section 2:  
danderhall and district 
area

There is also Danderhall 
Community Centre which now 
incorporates ‘Annie’s Café’. The 
Centre provides facilities such 
as a gymnasium, a sports hall 
and another hall for recreation 
(parties etc) purposes. There 
are also numerous activities 
available to the public, which 
include karate, badminton, 
dance classes, amongst many 
others. There is also a highly 
successful boxing club, which 
has produced a junior Scottish 
champion.

Danderhall Library provides 
reading facilities, public 
computers and access to 
Midlothian Council and other 
local information. The Library 
staff also organise many regular 
events including craft groups, 
reading groups and activities for 
young people.

There is a children’s nursery 
attached to Danderhall Primary 
School, an out of school 
childcare service at Danderhall 
Primary School, a playgroup 
at Danderhall Pavilion and 
a toddlers group at Newton 
Church Hall. Danderhall Primary 
School is the only school in the 
area and has recently celebrated 
50 years service.

There are two playing fields at 
either end of Danderhall. One 
has two five-a-side pitches. Both 
have marked out full size football 
pitches.

The area also has one public 
house, The Edmonstone Inn, The 
Danderhall Miners Club and two 
restaurants: The Cockatoo near 
to Millerhill and Beijing Banquet 
on Old Dalkeith Road, near to 
Maulsford Avenue. 
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The area also has a frequent bus service into 
Edinburgh and the Lothians, the main arterial 
route being the A7 which runs along one edge 
of the area, beside Danderhall.  There is also a 
park and ride nearby.

Danderhall Community Council area also takes 
in the area of Millerhill, Newton Village, Hilltown 
and various farms. These are all small residential 
areas and have no shops in the locality other 
than those close by, in Danderhall.

The Edinburgh to Galashiels railway is currently 
being constructed on farmland passing through  
the area.

There were initially plans to build a new town 
between Newton Village and Musselburgh but 
there is no further information on actual plans or 
timescales at this stage
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section 3:  
neighbourhood Plan 
consultations

Throughout the process of the 
Danderhall Neighbourhood Plan 
a series of consultations took 
place with the local community. 
These included ‘Planning for 
Real Events’; a questionnaire to 
every household in Danderhall 
and District; and a community 
consultation event (Open Day). 
In all of these consultations, 
residents and those working 
in Danderhall were invited to 
give their views and opinions 
of Danderhall and what they 
wanted to see change.

3.1 Planning For real

“Planning for Real” is a 
“hands on” process which, 
by using a large scale map of 
Danderhall and District, local 
people were able to discuss 
issues in detail, put forward 
suggestions to ‘show’ how the 
area could be improved and 
to highlight specific issues. 
The ‘Planning for Real’ events 

were held in Danderhall Leisure 
Centre, Danderhall Library, and 
Danderhall Church Hall. A total 
of 56 local people attended 
these events and gave their 
comments and feedback.

The main issues identified by 
local people in the ‘Planning for 
Real’ events were:

Public Transport – lack of 
services between villages and 
lack of timetabling information

Improving Environment – dog 
mess in streets and lack of dog 
poop bins

Facilities for Young People and 
Community Safety – need for 
more facilities eg skatepark 

Night noise and young people 
hanging around

3.2 Questionnaire

The questionnaire was delivered 
to every household in Danderhall 
and District in February 2012, 
along with businesses and 
Danderhall Primary School. 106 
responses were received and 
the majority of these responses 
were highly detailed with 
significant quality feedback to 
open questions. An analysis 
of the responses is presented 
below:

respondents
The majority of respondents 
were adults between 46-65 
(50.5%) and 26-45 (24.2%). 
96.1% are from Danderhall and 
16.3% worked in Danderhall.

general responses
People feel largely positive 
about the village with 8.8% 
thinking it excellent, and 49% 
thinking it is “very good”.
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Parking
3% of people feel that 
disabled access is ‘fair’ with 
29% thinking it is very good 
or excellent. 44.9% think that 
parking is fair. 34.7% think it is 
excellent or very good.

Cleanliness
The majority of people (74.1%) 
feel that the cleanliness of the 
area is fair, good or excellent.

Public transport and roads
Although 30.4% thought it was 
fair and 32.4% felt it was very 
good, reactions to transport 
were much more varied.

There were more negative 
reactions to road conditions 
with 37.1% thinking they were 
bad or very bad.

Cyclists Facilities
31.6% felt that facilities for 
cyclists were ‘fair’. 10.5% 

felt they were very good. A 
high proportion was unsure, 
indicating that they were not 
cyclists.

Health services
Health services are viewed very 
positively. 47.9% felt they were 
very good and 24% felt they 
were excellent.

The majority of people felt that 
there were adequate services 
and facilities that kept them 
healthy. 45.5% thought they 
were fair, while 32.7% felt they 
were very good or excellent.

education
Education is viewed positively 
with 36.1% saying it is very 
good and 9.3% feeling it is 
excellent.

accommodation and 
Housing
27.8% feel that their rented 
accommodation was fair and 

24.7% felt it was very good. 
Due to numerous variables, the 
written responses are more 
important.

library and Community 
Centre
The Library service is viewed 
very positively, with 44% feeling 
it is very good and nearly 
everyone else feeling it is either 
excellent or fair.

Community Centre
38.6% felt that the community 
centre was ‘fair’. There was a 
range of other response.

Crime
The majority of people don’t feel 
particularly affected by crime.
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oPPortunities & 
inForMation

employment
Employment opportunities were 
seen as quite low, with no-one 
saying they were very good or 
excellent.

Youth Facilities
Similarly poor feedback was 
given for youth facilities with 
very few thinking they were very 
good or excellent and 26% 
thinking they were ‘bad’.

older Peoples services
The majority (37%) felt that older 
people’s services were ‘fair’.

Mental Health/Physical 
Health Problems
For the few who were able to 
respond, the feeling was that 
services for people with mental 
and physical health problems 
were poor. 16.7% felt they were 
fair, 88% felt they were bad.

Heritage and leisure
A range of responses were 
given as to how heritage was 
celebrated.

Parks
Parks were viewed relatively 
positively with 43.4% viewing 
them as fair and 35.4% as very 
good.

involvement in Political 
Process
67.3% were aware of how to 
raise an issue with their elected 
member, with the majority using 
surgery or phone.

Similarly (61%) were aware 
of how to get hold of their 
community council.

More (79%) were aware of how 
to get hold of their GP, police 
and other statutory services.

local information
52% felt that access to 
information was ‘fair’. The chart 
below shows the breakdown.

The chart above shows where 
respondents get information.
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3.3 CoMMunitY Consultation 
event

An Open Day was held involving 
partners from Lothian and 
Borders Police, ‘Toot for Fruit’, 
Midlothian Council: Community 
Safety, Environmental Health, 
Public Transport, Regeneration, 
Community Learning and 
Development. Consultations 
were included in the Action 
Plan.

A prize was offered as part of 
the questionnaire and the draw 
took place at the Open Day.

Councillor Jim Bryant drew 
the winning entry by Annette 
Smith, who won a voucher for 
the Beijing Banquet Restaurant, 
Danderhall.

On the same day, Danderhall 
Library ran their Big Picnic 
event which included a Young 
People Consultation in the form 
of a poster competition. There 
were many entries and these 
are available for viewing at 
Danderhall Library. The winning 
entries appear on the following 
page.
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4. reporting and review

Reports from the lead agencies will be provided 
to the Steering Group to allow progress to be 
monitored. The Neighbourhood Plan will be 
reviewed in September 2013.

5. Community Planning Partners

The Midlothian Community Planning Partnership 
brings together statutory, voluntary and private 
sector organisations to work together to plan 
and deliver services. Progress of the plan will be 
reported to the Partnership.

Lothian and Borders Fire and Rescue Service 
- NHS Lothian - Lothian and Borders Police - 
Scottish Enterprise - Midlothian Voluntary Action 
- Midlothian Federation of Community Councils 
- Midlothian Council - Midlothian Chamber of 
Commerce and Enterprise - Jewel and Esk 
College - Job Centre Plus - South East Scotland 
Transport (SEStran) - Skills Development 
Scotland - Scottish Water

6. acknowledgements

The Danderhall and District Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group wishes to thank all those local 
residents, including young people, who attended 
the events and the drop-in session.

7. For further information please contact:

gary Fraser
Community Learning and Development
0131 271 3496
gary.fraser@midlothian.gov.uk

louise Mcshane
Regeneration Development Team
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louise.mcshane@midlothian.gov.uk
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