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Section 1:
INTRODUCTION

Midlothian Moving Forward, 
the Community Planning 
Partnership, is committed to 
placing communities at the 
heart of community planning. 
This involves producing 
neighbourhood plans in each of 
Midlothian’s Community Council 
areas.

This plan is focussed on 
the Eskbank and Newbattle 
Community Council area.

A Neighbourhood Plan 
describes the area it serves and 
lists the changes, developments 
and improvements local 
residents would like to 
see happen. This is done 
through consultation involving 
both public meetings and 
questionnaires aimed at finding 
out the most important issues 

that need to be addressed. The 
process is designed to help 
a variety of agencies to work 
together with local people to 
build strong, safe and attractive 
communities.

A steering group consisting 
of community representatives 
working in partnership with 
different agencies was formed 
to develop and undertake the 
consultation process and to 
take forward this plan.

In setting up the Community 
Planning Partnership process, 
Midlothian Moving Forward 
has established the following 
priorities:

•	 Adult Health and Social Care

•	 Children’s Services

•	 Maximising Business 
Opportunities

•	 Ensuring the local area is a 
safe and attractive place to 
live, work grow up in and visit

•	 Improving opportunities

•	 Conserving and Improving 
Midlothian’s Environment

These priorities have guided 
both the process of consultation 
and the reporting of findings 
described in this document.
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Eskbank and Newbattle 
area profile

•	 Community council boundary 
does not fit easily with the 
data zones.

•	 Population – Approximately 
5,634 increase by 17% 
2001-2010

•	 More under 16s (than 
national figures)

•	 More older people 
(consistent with national 
figures and both are 
increasing)

•	 Fewer people between 17 
and 60 living in the area.

Ethnicity

•	 1.8% of Midlothian 
population comprises ethnic 
minorities. This does not 
include Gypsy/Traveller 
communities data

•	 UK wide figures indicate 
an increased minority in 
ethnic populations which 
includes European Union 
communities

Poverty and Deprivation

•	 Based on indicators such 
as Income, Employment, 
Education, Housing, Crime 
and Health. Eskbank and 
Newbattle are not areas of 
deprivation (no data zones in 
20% of most deprived areas 
in Scotland).

Primary Education 

•	 Eskbank and Newbattle 
residents live in the 
catchment area for two 
primary schools Kings Park 
and St. David’s 

•	 Education Scotland 
(formally HMIE) carried out 
inspections at:

•	 Kings Park Primary School - 
May 2006

•	 St. David’s Primary School – 
June 2011

Secondary Education

•	 Residents live in the 
catchment areas for two 
secondary schools in this area

•	 Dalkeith High and St. David’s 
High

•	 Pupils who live in Eskbank 
and Newbattle area would 
normally attend these 
schools

•	 Attendance rate for pupils 
living in this area is 94.13%, 
compared to 91.73% for 
Midlothian and 91.15% for 
Scotland

Employment/Unemployment 
levels

•	 There are approximately 
65 individuals within this 
area claiming Jobseekers 
allowance

•	 This figure has remained 
stable between 2010 and 
2012, at 3%, which is lower 
than the Midlothian and 
Scottish average (4.5% and 
4.4% respectively) 
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Housing

•	 There are 2,434 dwellings 
in Eskbank and Newbattle 
(2010 figure)

•	 The majority are bands    
D-H council tax dwellings

•	 Over a third ( 36%) are 
detached properties

•	 56% of properties are 4–6 
bedrooms

Children and Young People

•	 Population of children 
(0-5years) has increased 
slightly between 2003 – 
2010 (939 compared to 
1.090)

•	 Fewer young women than 
the national /Midlothian 
average in this area smoke 
whilst pregnant

•	 Breast feeding rates are 
higher in comparison to 
Midlothian and Scotland with 
64% mothers breastfeeding 
at their first review compared 
to 48% for Midlothian and 
47% for Scotland 

Crime and Community 
Safety

•	 There were 1,321 crimes 
committed in the Eskbank 
and Newbattle area between 
1 January  2011 and 31 
December 2011 as recorded 
by Lothian and Borders 
Police now Police Scotland

•	 The most common types 
of crime, vandalism 
accounted for 19% all 
crimes committed in the 
area (eg smashing windows 
of houses, car wing 
mirrors, smashing window/ 
windscreen of vehicles)

Transport Links

•	 Close proximity to City 
Bypass

•	 Served by various bus 
services across Midlothian 
and to the Borders and into 
Edinburgh 

•	 Waverley Rail Line due to 
open in 2015
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The steering group agreed the 
content of the questionnaire 
which was publicised through 
the local press, on posters 
throughout the area and on the 
Midlothian Council website.  The 
questionnaire was available to 
complete on line and a number 
were posted to households. 
These were chosen through a 
selection process of identifying 
particular streets to cover a 
representation of the local 
community.

Brief summary of the survey 
results:

•	 Response rate of 29% - 
almost 20% more than the 
average

•	 Gender Spilt was:	 55% 
Women and 45% Male

•	 More than half (52%) 

respondents were over 60 
and only 2% were from the 
under 25 age group

•	 90% of people completing 
the questionnaire came from 
the Eskbank and Newbattle 
area.

•	 Most respondents (76%) 
worked in the area.

•	 2% considered themselves 
to be from a Minority Group.

•	 6% considered themselves 
to have a disability.

•	 Although more than half 
of respondents were in the 
over 60s age group only 
13% thought that there 
were insufficient facilities 
for elderly and disabled 
members of the community.

•	 2/3 of people felt safe in 
their community and a similar 

number thought that there 
were ‘adequate’ medical 
facilities in the Eskbank and 
Newbattle area.

•	 More than half of those 
returning the questionnaire 
believed that there should 
be no further development 
in the area (although the 
survey does not specify 
‘development’).

•	 One third of people surveyed 
thought that play facilities for 
children were ‘lacking’ and 
a further third thought they 
were ‘average’.

•	 More than half thought that 
amenities for adults and 
teenagers were ‘poor’.

•	 Half of those surveyed 
indicated that they had no 
concerns about the impact 
of the Borders Railway line.

Section 2:
Eskbank and Newbattle 
Neighbourhood Survey
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Neighbourhood Survey – Results
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Section 3:
5 year 
action plan
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The results from the 
questionnaire and the 
comments gathered at the 
prioritisation event held in May 
have determined the specific 
actions that have been included 
in the action plan.

The Steering Group would like 
to thank everyone involved in 
Eskbank and Newbattle for their 
support and commitment to this 
plan.

The Steering Group will now 
become the Implementation 
Group and meet on a quarterly 
basis to track progress on the 
actions. Other members of 
the Eskbank and Newbattle 
community are welcome to join.
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