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Name of creator 

Midlothian Council and predecessor authorities. 
 
Administrative history 
Like other areas of Scotland, Midlothian has a variety of burial places. Each parish 
had its own churchyard where burials took place. Until 1854, burials were recorded 
by the local Church of Scotland minister in the Parish Registers. By the mid-
nineteenth century, many churchyards were full and burial had become a public 
health concern, especially following various outbreaks of disease. In the second half 
of the century, some existing burial places in Midlothian were extended or new, 
municipal cemeteries were opened. Responsibility for burial grounds, including 
churchyards, was placed on parish councils under the 1894 Local Government 
(Scotland) Act, and on the districts of county councils under the 1929 Local 
Government (Scotland) Act, then post-1975 district councils, and now, since 1996, 
unitary local authorities.  
 
Scope and content 

The principal interest in the collection is a series of lair books and cemetery registers 
that record individual burials in local cemeteries. In general, these are listed by date 
order, although some books have a surname index. The collection is not 
comprehensive and some local cemeteries and burial places are not covered. There 
are also some records of lair purchase and lair-holders. In addition, there is a series 
of cemetery maps and plans which show the location of sections and lairs. These are 
invaluable for locating an individual grave. There are also some minute books 
produced by cemetery committees recording the creation and maintenance of 
individual cemeteries. 
 
Acquisition history 
These records were acquired by Midlothian Council from its predecessor authorities. 
 
Access 

There are no restrictions on access to the collection. 
 
Conditions governing use 
None. 
 
Allied materials 

Burials before 1855 were recorded by Church of Scotland ministers in the Old Parish 
Registers (OPRs). Lothians Family History Society are producing indexes of the 
OPRs and copies of the completed indexes are available in Midlothian Local Studies.  
 
Recording Angels are a Midlothian voluntary group who are recording monumental 
inscriptions and other information about burial in local cemeteries. Recording Angels 



are producing guides to each cemetery which record burials, monumental 
inscriptions and other information. Copies of the completed guides are available in 
Midlothian Local Studies. 
 
Local Studies holds numerous photographs of headstones in local cemeteries. 
 
The Cemetery Administration Department of Midlothian Council holds information on 
‘open’ cemeteries.   
 
Book: Islay Donaldson Midlothian Gravestones (Loanhead, 1994). 
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Summary table of burial places in Midlothian  
 

Name Opened Extende
d 

Parish Location List of 
Monumental 
Inscriptions 

List of 
burials by 
Lothians 

FHS 

Borthwick 
Churchyard 

Unknown 1901 Borthwick In Borthwick 
between the 
primary school 
and Borthwick 
Castle 

Conrad 
Nystrom 
1986 

1784-1854 

Carrington 
Old 
Churchyard 
and Whitehill 
Aisle 

Unknown  Carrington Approximately 
half-a-mile north 
east of Carrington 
village  

Recording 
Angels 
2002 

1698-1854 

Carrington 
Churchyard 

Church 
1712 

1915 Carrington Centre of 
Carrington village 

Recording 
Angels 
2002 

1698-1854 

Cockpen Old 
Churchyard 

Unknown  Cockpen By Dalhousie 
Castle on the 
B704 about half-a-
mile from the 
junction with the 
A7 at Newtonloan 
Toll 

Recording 
Angels 
2009 

1745-1799 
& 1812-
1854 

Cockpen 
New 
Churchyard 

c.1820  Cockpen On the B704 just 
west of Cockpen 
Bridge 

Recording 
Angels 
2009 

1812-1854 

Cranston: 
the Ancient 
Cranstoun 
Burial 
Ground 

Unknown  Cranston Within the 
Oxenfoord Estate 
between 
Oxenfoord Castle 
and the walled 
gardens 

Conrad 
Nystrom 
1978 

1738-46 & 
1853-54 

Cranston 
Old Burial 
Ground 

Unknown  Cranston Just off the A68 in 
the policies of 
Oxenfoord Castle 

Conrad 
Nystrom 
1978 

1738-46 & 
1853-54 

Cranston 
Cemetery 

April 1937  c1978 Cranston On the B6372 
west of 
Blackwood Farm 

  

Crichton 
Churchyard  

Unknown  Crichton On a minor road 
between the 
village of Crichton 
and Crichton 
Castle 

Recording 
Angels 
2009 

1679-1818 
& 1820-
1854 

Dalkeith: St 
Nicholas 
Parish 
Churchyard 

Unknown  Dalkeith East end of 
Dalkeith High 
Street towards 
Dalkeith Palace 

Conrad 
Nystrom 
1986 

 

Dalkeith: 
Watch 
Tower 
Cemetery  

1796  Dalkeith Centre of Dalkeith 
on old Edinburgh 
Road 

Conrad 
Nystrom 
1986 

 

Dalkeith: 
Water Tower 
Cemetery  

1877  Dalkeith On Eskbank Road   

Dalkeith: 1919  Dalkeith On Eskbank Road   



New 
Cemetery 

Fala 
Churchyard  

Unknown  Fala & 
Soutra 

In Fala village Recording 
Angels 
2002 

1828-1852 

Fala 
Cemetery 

1943  Fala & 
Soutra 

Opposite Fala 
village across A68 

Recording 
Angels 
2002 

 

Glencorse 
Old 
Churchyard 

Unknown  Glencorse In the private 
estate of 
Glencorse House 
between the A701 
and A702 

Recording 
Angels 
2012 

 

Glencorse 
Cemetery 

1880s  Glencorse On the A701 just 
north of Milton 
Bridge 

Recording 
Angels 
2012 

1673-1854 

Harvieston 
Cemetery 

1942  Borthwick Off the A7 near 
Gorebridge and 
opposite 
Harvieston House 

  

Hawthornde
n (Rosewell) 
Cemetery 

  Lasswade On the A6094 
opposite 
Gortonlee 
farmhouse  

Recording 
Angels 
2007 

 

Lasswade 
Old 
Churchyard 

Unknown  Lasswade On the steep 
banking above 
Lasswade on the 
west bank of the 
River North Esk 

DC Cargill 
& S Moore 
1975  
 

 

Lasswade 
New 
Churchyard 

  Lasswade Adjoins Lasswade 
Old Churchyard 

  

Lasswade 
Cemetery 

  Lasswade On the junction of 
School Brae and 
Church Road 

  

Loanhead 
Cemetery  

  Lasswade South of the High 
Street and near to 
the Police Station 

Recording 
Angels 
2010 

 

Loanhead 
New 
Cemetery 

2000  Lasswade Hunter Avenue, 
Loanhead 

  

Newbattle 
Abbey Burial 
Ground 

Unknown  Newbattle Private cemetery 
in the grounds of 
Newbattle Abbey 

Recording 
Angels 
2007 

 

Newbattle 
Old 
Churchyard 

Unknown  Newbattle On Newbattle 
Road just across 
from Newbattle 
Abbey College 

Recording 
Angels 
2007 

1696-1819 
& 1838-
1854 

Newbattle 
Cemetery 

1925  Newbattle Newbattle Road 
just north of the 
Old Cemetery 

Recording 
Angels 
2011 

 

Newton Old 
Churchyard 

Unknown  Newton Near Millerhill on 
the south side of 
the Edinburgh city 
by-pass 

Recording 
Angels 
2007 

 

Newton 
Churchyard  

1742 1858, 
1938 
and 
c.1980 

Newton Newton Church 
Road to the west 
of Newton village 

Recording 
Angels 
2007 

1730-1805 
& 1823-
1854 



Penicuik:  St 
Mungo's 
Churchyard 

Unknown  Penicuik In the centre of 
Penicuik at the 
east end of the 
High Street  

Mrs S Weir 
undated  

1658-1854 

Penicuik: 
Kirkhill 
Cemetery 

1884  Penicuik Kirkhill   

Pentland Old 
Cemetery 

Unknown  Lasswade Pentland Road 
between the A702 
and the A701 

Recording 
Angels 
2007 

 

Rosewell 
New 
Cemetery 

  Lasswade At the east end of 
Rosewell on the 
A6094 

  

Rosslyn 
Chapel 

Unknown  Lasswade    

Roslin Old 
Burial 
Ground and 
Extension 

Extension 
1886 

 Lasswade East end of 
Roslin, near to 
Rosslyn Chapel 

 
 

 

Roslin 
Middle 
Cemetery 

1908  Lasswade East end of 
Roslin, near to 
Rosslyn Chapel 

  

Roslin New 
Cemetery 

1981  Lasswade East end of 
Roslin, near to 
Rosslyn Chapel 

  

St Joseph’s 
Cemetery, 
Whitehill 

   At Whitehill House Recording 
Angels 
2007 

 

Temple 
Kirkyard 

Unknown  Temple Just below 
Temple village 

AA Young 
2008 

1697-1815 

 

 



MC/1 Borthwick Churchyard 

 
Borthwick Parish Churchyard is situated in Borthwick 
village between the primary school and Borthwick 
castle. The current church dates from 1862-4 and 
largely replaced the 12th century building, which was 
burnt out in 1775. The churchyard was extended in 
1901.  
 
Members of the Lothians Family History Society have 
indexed burials from the Old Parish Register of 
Borthwick (1785-1854). 
 
5 items. 

c1864 – 1997 

/1 Indexed Burial Register for Borthwick Churchyard, 
includes printed Regulations for the Churchyard of the 
Parish of Borthwick. 
 
1 item. 

c1864 – c1958 

/2 Borthwick Churchyard Burial Register. 
 
1 item.  

24 Oct 1901 – 7 
Jan 1997 
 

/3 File of Funeral Notices and Death Registration 
Certificates. 
 
1 file. 

1942 – 1965 

/4 File of Funeral Notices and Death Registration 
Certificates 
 
1 file. 

1939 – 1985 

/5 Borthwick Churchyard Plan of Part Added in 1901  
 
Rolled plan 86 x 60 cm. 
 
1 item. 

1901 

MC/2 Carrington Churchyard 
 
Carrington Churchyard is located in the centre of 
Carrington village. The church was opened in 1712 
and the churchyard was extended in 1915. The 
church is now a private residence but access to the 
churchyard is permissible.  
 
Members of the Lothians Family History Society have 
indexed burials from the Old Parish Register of 
Carrington (1698-1854).  
 
In 2002, members of the Recording Angels produced 
a list of monumental inscriptions and other burial 
information. 

1860 – 1992 



 
5 items. 

/1 Carrington Cemetery Lair Book. 
 
1 item. 

1874 – c1960 

/2 Indexed Register of Burials Carrington Churchyard 
 
1item. 

Jun 1931 –  Jan 
1992 
 

/3 Plan of Carrington Churchyard by Bell Menzies, 
Edinburgh. 
 
Rolled plan, 50 x 55 cm. 

1860 

/4 [Carrington Churchyard] Plan of Lairs by County 
Architect’s Department, 32 Palmerton Place, 
Edinburgh. 
 
Plan, 70 x 56 cm. 

6 Jun 1951 

/5 [Carrington Churchyard] Plan of lairs. 
 
Rolled plan, 78 x 53 cm. 

Undated 

MC/3 Cockpen New Churchyard 

 
Cockpen New Churchyard is situated on the B704 
just west of Cockpen Bridge. It has been extended 
several times.  
 
Members of the Lothians Family History Society have 
indexed burials from the Old Parish Register of 
Cockpen (1745-1799 & 1812-1854).  
 
In 2009, members of the Recording Angels produced 
a list of monumental inscriptions and other burial 
information. 
 
4 items. 

1950 – 1960 

/1 Cockpen Churchyard Lair Book. 
 

1 item. 

1950 – 1960 
 

/2/1&2 [Cockpen Churchyard] Plan of lairs F-I: plan by 
County Architect’s Department, 32 Palmerston Place, 
Edinburgh.  
 
2 copies, one hand-coloured, 61 x 53 cm. 

May 1951 

/3 [Cockpen Churchyard] Plan of lairs F-I  
 
Rolled plan, 63 x 56 cm. 

Undated 

MC/4 Cranston Cemetery 
 
Cranston Cemetery is located on the B6372 west of 
Blackwood Farm. It was opened in April 1937 and 

1937 – 1997 



extended c.1978. 
 
20 items. 

/1 Indexed Register of Burials: Cranstoun Cemetery. 
 
1 item. 

25 Apr 1937 – 11 
Apr 1996 
 

/2 Indexed Register of Burials: Cranston, Crichton, Fala 
Cemeteries. 
 
Note: only contains entries for Cranston. 
 
1 item.  

23 Feb 1966 – 19 
Mar 1990 

/3 Indexed Register of Lairs: Midlothian County Council: 
Cranstoun. 
 
Includes typewritten list of lair-holders. 
 
1 item. 

25 Apr 1937 – 25 
May 1994 

/4 Indexed Register of Lairs: Cranston Cemetery. 
 
Includes typewritten list of lair-holders. 
 
1 item. 

23 Feb 1966 – 15 
Mar 1997 

/5 Cranstoun Cemetery Lair Certificate Stubs Lairs 1 – 
100. 
 
1 item. 

4 Feb 1944 – 3 
Apr 1964 
 

/6 [Cranston cemetery] File of Funeral Notices, etc.  
 
1 file. 

1947 – 1948 

/7 Cranston Cemetery file of funeral notices, etc.  
 
1 file. 

1949 – 1965 

/8 Cranstoun Burial Cash Book. 
 
1 item. 

15 May 1942 – 6 
Nov 1946 



/9/1&2 Midlothian County Council Cemetery at Cranstoun 
Lay-Out Plan 207 Layers: plan by County Architect’s 
Office, 10 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh.  
 
Two rolled plans, one with lair-holders added by 
hand, 110 x 73 cm. 

Oct 1935 

/10/1-
5 

Cranstoun Cemetery Plan of Lairs: plan of lairs by 
Midlothian County Council Architect’s Department, 
Edinburgh. 
 
Five copies, including one blueprint and one with 
written annotations, 85 x 53 cm. 

Mar 1943 

/11 Proposed Extension to Cranston Cemetery: plan 
drawn by J F K Smith, Midlothian District Council 
Technical Services, Springfield Place, Roslin.  
 
Plan, 83 x 59 cm. 

Jan 1978 

/12 Cranston Cemetery Extension plan of lairs by J. F. K. 
Smith, Midlothian District Council Technical Services.  
 
Blueprint plan, 84 x 64 cm. 

13 Jun 1978 & 14 
Feb 1979 

/13/1&
2 

Cranston Cemetery Extension plan of lairs by 
Midlothian District Council Technical Services.  
 
Two plans, one copy on tracing paper, 84 x 64 cm. 

18 May 1982 

/14 Cranston Cemetery and Cemetery Extension Planting 
and Lair Plan by S Cuthill, Midlothian Council, 
Caledonian House, Canning Street, Edinburgh. 
 
Plan, 83 x 59 cm. 

Jan 1998 

/15 Cranston Cemetery Extension layer plan (some lair-
holders annotated by hand)  
 
Plan, 47 x 59 cm. 

Undated 

MC/5 Crichton Churchyard 
 
Crichton Churchyard is situated on a minor road 
between the village of Crichton and Crichton Castle. 
 
Members of the Lothians Family History Society have 
indexed burials from the Old Parish Register of 
Crichton (1679-1818 & 1820-1854).  
 
In 2009, members of the Recording Angels produced 
a list of monumental inscriptions and other burial 
information. 
 
4 items. 

1942 – 1977 

/1 Crichton Churchyard Ledger.  
 

25 Jun 1942 – 3 
Jun 1949 



1 item. 

/2 Crichton Churchyard Lair Certificate Stubs lairs 1-
100. 
 

1 item. 

29 Oct 1943 – 16 
Feb 1977 

/3 Crichton Churchyard File of Funeral Notices, etc. 
 
1 item.  

1949 – 1965 



 [Crichton Churchyard]: Plan of lairs (annotated by 
hand)  
 
Plan, 84 x 30 cm. 

Undated 

MC/6 Dalkeith Churchyards and Cemeteries 

 
The oldest place of burial in Dalkeith is St Nicholas’s 
Churchyard at the east end of Dalkeith High Street 
towards Dalkeith Palace. In 1796, a new cemetery 
was opened in the centre of Dalkeith on Old 
Edinburgh Road. This second cemetery is variously 
known as the New Cemetery or New Burial Ground, 
the West End Cemetery or the ‘Watchtower’, as it has 
a watchtower to deter body-snatchers.  
 
In 1877, a new municipal cemetery was opened on 
Eskbank Road. This is known as the New Cemetery 
or the ‘Water-tower’ as the Dalkeith water-tower 
overlooks it. An adjoining cemetery was opened in 
1919, which confusingly is also known as the New 
Cemetery. The Water-tower Cemetery contains lairs 
A-K and the New Cemetery lairs L-U. Burials 
continued to take place in the older cemeteries after 
the newer ones had been opened.  
 
36 items. 

1862 – 1987 

/1 Ground Book St Nicholas and New Burial Ground. 
 
1item.  

1862 – 1924 

/2 ‘Parish Churchyard’ Register of Internments in Old 
and New Churchyards. 
 
1item. 

22 May 1880 – 
30 Nov 1973 & 
11 May 1880 – 2 
Jul 1898 

/3 ‘St Nicholas Churchyard’ Register of Internments. 
 
1 item. 

12 Jan 1926 – 11 
Nov 1974 

/4 [St Nicholas Churchyard] Parish Churchyard Dalkeith 
Cash Book. 
 
1 item. 

1930 – 1966 

/5 [Watch-tower Cemetery] ‘New Burial Ground’ 
Register of Burials. 
 
1 item. 

6 Jul 1898 – 9 
May 1972 

/6 Dalkeith Watch-tower Cemetery Register of Burials. 
 
1 item. 

6 Jul 1898 – 14 
May 1980 

/7 [Watch-tower] ‘New Burial Ground’ Ground Book 
 
‘This is a register of the Purchased Lairs in rotation as 

c.1890 



near as can be found.’ 
 
1 item. 

/8 [Watch-tower] Dalkeith New Burial Ground by H. H. 
MacDougall, 6 Abbey Road, Dalkeith  
 
Plan framed and glazed, 85 x 55 cm. 

Undated 

/9 [Water-tower Cemetery] ‘New Burial Ground’ Book of 
Lair Holders. 
 
1 item. 

23 Mar 1870 – 13 
Nov 1917 

/10 [Water-tower Cemetery] Dalkeith Cemetery 
Superintendent’s Register: Register of Burials. 
 
1 item. 

13 Nov 1877 – 13 
Jun 1897 

/11 [Water-tower Cemetery and New Cemetery] Register 
of Burials. 
 
1 item. 

15 Nov 1877 – 23 
Dec 1935 

/12 ‘Cash Book Dalkeith Cemetery (Water-tower)’ 
Register of Purchasers. 
 
1 item. 

14 Jan 1879 – 8 
Mar 1966 

/13 [Water-tower Cemetery] ‘Old Cemetery’ Book of Lair 
Purchasers and Internments. 
 
1 item. 

c1879 – 

/14 ‘Watertower Old Cemetery Lairs Nos A-K’ Register of 
Lairs and Dates of Interments. 
 
1 item. 

1882 – c1956 

/15 [Water-tower Cemetery] Dalkeith Cemetery 
Superintendent’s Register: Register of Burials. 
 
1 item. 

21 Jun 1897 – 15 
Oct 1929   

/16 [Water-tower Cemetery] Register of Burials. 
 
1 item. 

16 Oct 1929 – 1 
Mar 1995                                           

/17 [Water-tower Cemetery and New Cemetery] ‘New 
Cemetery’ Register of Burials. 
 
1 item. 

28 Dec 1935 – 
Mar 1986 

/18/1&
2 

[New Cemetery] ‘Dalkeith Cemetery (Lairholders 
Book)’ Register of Purchases. 
 
With separate index book. 
 
2 items. 

24 May 1966 – 
18 Jul 1987 

/19 [New Cemetery] Lairholders transfer certificate stubs. 
 

25 Nov 1930 – 11 
Jul  1978 



1 item. 

/20 [New Cemetery] Lairholders certificate stubs. 
 
1 item.  

29 Apr 1953 – 
Jun 1960 

/21 [New Cemetery] Lairholders certificate stubs. 
 
1 item. 

13 Jun 1960 – 14 
May 1970 

/22 [New Cemetery] Lairholders certificate stubs. 
 
1 item. 

8 Jul 1970 – 26 
Jun 1974 

/23 [New Cemetery] Lairholders certificate stubs. 
 
1 item. 

3 Jul 1974 – 28 
Mar 1977 



/24 Parish of Dalkeith Burial Grounds Cash Book. 
 
1 item. 

12 May 1908 – 
13 May 1930 

/25 [New Cemetery] New Burial Ground Dalkeith Cash 
Book. 
 
1 item.  

16 May 1930 – 
1966 
 

/26 New Cemetery Dalkeith plan of lairs A-K and L-U.  
 
Rolled plan, 150 x 77 cm. 

1938 

/27 New Cemetery Dalkeith Proposed New Layout of 
Lairs (L-U) by John Lawrence, Burgh Surveyor.  
 
Plan, 80 x 57 cm. 

Feb 1956 

/28/1&
2 

New Cemetery Dalkeith Plan Showing Areas of 
Common Ground proposed to be Made Available for 
Sale by John Lawrence, Burgh Surveyor, Dalkeith.  
 
Two copies, 59 x 33 cm. 

Feb 1956 

/29 New Cemetery Dalkeith Layout of Lairs L-U by Burgh 
Surveyor.  
 
Plan, 88 x 66 cm. 

Undated 

/30 [Water-tower and New Cemetery] Plan of Dalkeith 
Cemetery.  
 
Rolled plan, 178 x 130 cm. 

undated 

MC/7 Fala Churchyard and Cemetery 

 
Fala Churchyard is located in the village of Fala. A 
new cemetery was opened in 1943 across the A68 
road from the village. 
 
Members of the Lothians Family History Society have 
indexed burials from the Old Parish Register of Fala & 
Soutra (1828-1852).  
 
In 2002, members of the Recording Angels produced 
a list of monumental inscriptions and other burial 
information. 
 
7 items. 

1943 – 1994 

/1 Fala Cemetery Indexed Register of Burials [includes 
burials in Old Churchyard]. 
 
1 item. 

Feb 1943 – Mar 
1994 

/2 Fala Cemetery Registry Certificate stubs 1-39. 
 
1 item.  

Feb 1943 – Jun 
1975  

/3 [Fala Cemetery] File of funeral notices, etc. 1951 – 1965 



 
1 item. 

/4/1-4 Fala Cemetery plan of lairs by Midlothian County 
Council Architect’s Department  
 
Four plans, all annotated by hand, one mounted on 
board 51 x 70 cm. 

Mar 1943 

MC/8 Glencorse Cemetery 
 
Glencorse cemetery was opened in the 1880s and is 
situated on the A701 just north of Milton Bridge. 
 
In 2012, members of the Recording Angels produced 
a list of monumental inscriptions and other burial 
information. 
 
1 item. 

1950 

/1 Glencorse Burial Ground plan of lairs: County 
Architect’s Department, 32 Palmerston Place, 
Edinburgh  
 
Plan, 70 x 100 cm 

May 1950 

MC/9 Harvieston Cemetery 

 
Harvieston Cemetery was opened in 1942 and is 
located off the A7 road near Gorebridge and opposite 
Harvieston House. 
 
12 items. 

1942 – 1985 

/1 Harvieston Cemetery Register of Burials. 
 
1 item.  

Dec 1942 – Mar 
1985 

/2 Harvieston Cemetery Lairholders Certificate Stubs 
Lairs 251 – 500. 
 
1 item. 

3 Dec 1959 – 21 
May 1975 

/3 Harvieston Cemetery Lairholders Certificate Stubs 
Lairs 501 – 750. 
 
1 item.  

7 Jul 1975 – 30 
Mar 1977 

/4 Harvieston Cemetery File of Funeral Notices etc. 
 
1 item. 

1964 – 1966 

/5 [Harvieston Cemetery]: Midlothian County Council 
Borthwick and Temple Parishes Proposed New 
Cemetery plan of lairs by County Architect’s Office, 
10 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh  
 
Plan, 56 x 56 cm. 

Sep 1937 

/6 [Harvieston Cemetery]: Midlothian County Council Sep 1937 



Borthwick and Temple Parishes Proposed New 
Cemetery plan of lairs by County Architect’s Office, 
10 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh  
 
Rolled plan, 98 x 98 cm. 

/7 [Harvieston Cemetery]: Midlothian County Council 
Borthwick & Temple Parishes Plan of Lairs by County 
Architect’s Department, Midlothian County Council, 
Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh  
 
Plan, 65 x 90 cm. 

Aug 1942 

/8 [Harvieston Cemetery]: Midlothian County Council 
Borthwick & Temple Parishes Plan of Lairs by County 
Architect’s Department, Midlothian County Council. 
Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh  
 
Plan, 75 x 102 cm.  

Aug 1942 

/9 M.C.C. [Midlothian County Council] Harvieston Toll 
Cemetery Plan of Roads plan by Architect’s 
Department  
 
Plan, 50 x 56 cm. 

Undated 

/10 [Harvieston Cemetery] Midlothian County Council 
Borthwick & Temple Parishes Proposed New 
Cemetery Half Inch Detail of Entrance Gates by 
Architect’s Office, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh  
 
Plan, 78 x 40 cm. 

Sep 1937 

/11 [Harvieston Cemetery] Midlothian County Council 
Borthwick & Temple Parishes Proposed New 
Cemetery 1/4” Detail of New Tool Shed by Architect’s 
Office, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh  
 
Plan, 44 x 42 cm. 

Sep 1937 

/12 [Harvieston cemetery] Midlothian County Council 
Borthwick & Temple Cemetery, Harvieston Plans of 
Proposed Store, Lavatory and WC Accommodation 
by Midlothian County Council Architect’s Department, 
10 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh  
 
Plan, 51 x 40 cm. 

Jul 1942 

MC/10 Hawthornden (Rosewell) Cemetery 
 

Hawthornden Cemetery is located in the village of 
Rosewell on the A6094 road opposite Gortonlee 
farmhouse. 
 
In 2007, members of the Recording Angels produced 
a list of monumental inscriptions and other burial 
information. 

c1890 – 1986 



 
7 items. 

/1 Hawthornden Cemetery Indexed Register of Burials. 
 
Also includes Roslin Cemeteries. 
 
1 item. 

5 Jan 1949 – 21 
Mar 1986 

/2 Hawthornden Cemetery Register of Lairs. 
 
1 item. 

c1890 – 

/3 Hawthornden Cemetery Lairholders Certificate Stubs. 
 
1 item.  

10 Jun 1916 – 21 
Feb 1969 

/4 Hawthornden Cemetery Lairholders Certificate Stubs. 
 
1 item.  

19 Jun 1917 – 24 
May 1972 
 



/5 [Hawthornden Cemetery] Plan of lairs by Knox and 
Hutton, 63 York Place, Edinburgh.  
 
Rolled plan, 71 x 56 cm.  

Aug 1886 

/6 Hawthornden Cemetery plan of lairs: copy of original 
plan of 1886 by County Architect’s Department, 32 
Palmerston Place, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 71 x 56 cm. 

Mar 1951 

/7 Midlothian County Council Hawthornden Cemetery 
Proposed Reconstruction of Pillars to Entrance Gate: 
County Architect’s Department, 10 Drumsheugh 
Gardens, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 61 x 58 cm. 

Dec 1935 

MC/11 Heriot Churchyard 
 
Heriot Churchyard is located in the village of Heriot, 
formerly in the county of Midlothian but since 1975 in 
the Scottish Borders. 
 
2 items.  

1867 – 1965 

/1 Heriot Churchyard file of funeral notices, etc. 
 
1 item. 

1944 – 1965 

/2 Plan of Heriot Churchyard by George Simpson 
 
Rolled plan, 126 x 140 cm. 

1867 

MC/12 Lasswade Churchyards and Cemetery 

 
Lasswade Old and New Churchyards are located on 
School Brae. Lasswade Cemetery is opposite the 
churchyards across the minor road. 
 
10 items. 

1878 – 1973 

/1 [Lasswade Old and New Churchyards] Indexed 
Register of Burials. 
 
1 item. 

16 Apr 1878 – 25 
Nov 1993 

/2 Lasswade Churchyards and Cemetery Indexed 
Register of Burials. 
 
1 item.  

21 Jan 1949 – 1 
Nov 1994 

/3 Lasswade Cemetery Lair-holders’ Certificate Stubs. 
 
1 item.  

16 Oct 1915 – 18 
Jan 1964 
 

/4 Lasswade Cemetery Lair-holders’ Certificate Stubs. 
 
1 item.  

8 Jun 1916 – 1 
May 1944 
 



/5 Signed, indexed minutes of Lasswade Cemetery Joint 
Committee. 
 
1 item. 

30 Sep 1948 – 5 
May 1975 

/6 Lasswade Cemetery Joint Committee Abstracts of 
Accounts. 
 
1 item. 

15 May 1943 – 
15 May 1969 

/7 Lasswade Cemetery Joint Committee Abstracts of 
Accounts. 
 
1 item. 

15 May 1970 – 
15 May 1974 

/8 Lasswade Parish Council Lasswade Plan of 
Proposed Cemetery for Lasswade. 
 
Plan, 80 x 71 cm. 

Jul 1914 

/9 M.C.C. [Midlothian County Council] Lasswade 
Cemetery Extension Plan of Lairs.  
 
Plan, 98 x 71 cm. 

Undated 

/10 Midlothian County Council Lasswade Cemetery Plan 
of Lairs: County Architect’s Department, 32 
Palmerston Place, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 75 x 58 cm. 

Undated 

MC/13 Loanhead Cemeteries 
 
Loanhead Cemetery is located south of the High 
Street and near to the Police Station. A new cemetery 
was opened in Hunter Avenue in 2000. 
 
In 2010, members of the Recording Angels produced 
a list of monumental inscriptions and other burial 
information. 
 
12 items. 

1917 – 1986 

/1 Loanhead Cemetery Register of burials. 
 
 1 item.  

30 Dec 1948 – 28 
Mar 1986 
 

/2 Loanhead Cemetery Lair-holders’ Certificate Stubs. 
 
1 item.  

25 May 1917 – 
29 Oct 1943 

/3 Loanhead Cemetery Lair-holders’ Certificate Stubs. 
 
1 item. 

9 Jun 1944 – 28 
Mar 1977 
 

/4 Signed, indexed minutes of Loanhead Cemetery Joint 
Committee. 
 
1 item. 

30 Sep 1948 – 5 
May 1975 
 

/5 Loanhead Cemetery Joint Committee Abstract of 15 May 1943 – 



Accounts. 
 
1 item. 

15 May 1969 
 

/6 Loanhead Cemetery Abstract of Accounts & 
miscellaneous letters. 
 
1 item. 

15 May 1970 – 
15 May 1974 
 



/7/1-2 Loanhead Cemetery plan of lairs: copy of original plan 
dated August 1886 by Knox and Houlton, Architects 
and Surveyors, 63 York Place, Edinburgh. 
 
2 plans, one rolled, 89 x 56 cm. 

Mar 1951 

/8 New Loanhead Cemetery Hunter Avenue Lair Plan: 
Contract Services, Midlothian Council, Dundas 
Buildings, Polton Street, Bonnyrigg.  
 
Plan 84 x 59 cm. 

Mar 1998 
 

/9 Midlothian County Council Loanhead Cemetery 
Proposed New Mortuary: County Architect’s Office, 
10 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan 61 x 37 cm. 

May 1937 

/10 Midlothian County Council Loanhead Cemetery Joint 
Committee Proposed Conversion of Half of Existing 
Shelter into Mortuary: County Architect’s Office, 10 
Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan 46 x 29 cm. 

Jul 1950 

/11 Architectural drawing of mortuary at Loanhead 
Cemetery.  
 
Plan 73 x 52 cm. 

Undated 

MC/14 Newbattle Churchyard and Cemetery 
 
Newbattle churchyard is located on Newbattle Road 
just north of Newbattle parish church.  Member s of 
the Lothians Family History Society have indexed 
burials from the Old Parish Registers (1696-1819 & 
1838-1854). In 2007, members of the Recording 
Angels produced a list of monumental inscriptions 
and other burial information. 
 
Newbattle cemetery was opened in 1925 and is 
located on Newbattle Road just north of the old 
churchyard. In 2011, members of the Recording 
Angels produced a list of monumental inscriptions 
and other burial information.  
 
30 items. 
 

1855 – 1955 

/1 Newbattle Churchyard Burial Register. 
 
1 item. 

1855 – 1919 
 

/2 [Newbattle Churchyard] Burial Register. 
 
1 item. 

21 Nov 1888 – 20 
Jul 1919 
 

/3 Burial Register Parish of Newbattle. 23 Jul 1919 – 14 



 
1 item. 

Jul 1925 
 

/4 Newbattle Churchyard Indexed Burial Register. 
 
1 item. 

8 Sep 1925 – 29 
Sep 1955 
 

/5 Superintendant’s Register of Burials. 
 
1 item. 

17 Sep 1925 – 9 
Feb 1966 
 

/6 Newbattle Cemetery Indexed Book of Lair Holders. 
 
1 item. 

1950 – 1960 
 

/7 Newbattle Churchyard Permit to Inter Nos 101-200. 
 
1 item. 

22 Nov 1937 –21 
Apr 1964 
 

/8 Transfer of Title to Lair Nos 1 – 90 [includes Cockpen 
Churchyard and Carrington Churchyard]. 
 
1 item. 

14 Mar 1943 – 20 
Dec 1987 

/9/1-7 Newbattle Cemetery Section A & E; B; C; D; F, H & L; 
G; K: plan by Carfrae and Morrison CE, 1 Erskine 
Place, Edinburgh  
 
2 sets of seven rolled plans each, one with lair-
holders added by hand, 96 x 73 cm. 

1925 
 

/10 Midlothian County Council General Layout Plan of 
Newbattle Cemetery: County Architect’s Department, 
32 Palmerston Place, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 80 x 61 cm 

Undated 

/11 Newbattle Cemetery General Plan.  
 
Blueprint, 65 x 48 cm 

Undated 

/12 Newbattle Cemetery Site for Refuse Dump.  
 
Plan, 37 x 50 cm. 

Apr 1933 
 

/13 Midlothian County Council Newbattle Cemetery Detail 
of Proposed Gate. 
 
Plan, 75 x 58 cm. 

Apr 1933 

/14 Architectural drawing: Newbattle Cemetery drawing of 
gate pillars by County Council Offices, Works Dept., 9 
Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 75 x 52 cm. 

Apr 1933 
 

/15 Midlothian County Council Newbattle Cemetery 
Refuse Dump Scale Details of New Gateway: County 
Council Offices, Works Department, 9 Drumsheugh 
Gardens, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 76 x 53 cm. 

Apr 1933 



/16 Midlothian County Council Proposed New Doorway in 
Boundary Wall at Newbattle Cemetery: County 
Architect’s Department, 10 Drumsheugh Gardens, 
Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 61 x 42 cm. 

9 Mar 1946 

/17 Newbattle Cemetery Keeper’s House 
 
Plan, 20 x 25 cm. 

20 Dec 1946 
 

MC/15 Newton Churchyard and Extensions 
 
Newton church is located on Church Road to the west 
of Newton village. The churchyard was extended in 
1851 (section B), 1938 (section C) and c.1980 
(section D).  
 
Members of the Lothians Family History Society have 
indexed burial entries from the Old Parish Registers 
(1730-1805 & 1823-1854). In 2007, members of the 
Recording Angels produced a list of monumental 
inscriptions and other burial information. 
 
26 items. 

1834 – 1989 

/1 Newton Churchyard Roll and list of Lairs 1 – 280. 
 
1 item. 

1834 
 

/2 Parish of Newton Record of Internments. 
 
1 item. 

1 Jan 1855 – 31 
Dec 1900 
 

/3 Newton Cemetery Register of Burials. 
 
1 item. 

2 Jan 1901 – 27 
May 1989 
 

/4 Newton Churchyard Cash Book. 
 
1 item. 

9 Sep 1944 – 8 
Dec 1959 
 

/5 Newton Churchyard Lair-holders Certificate Stubs. 
 
1 item. 

15 May 1942 – 
27 Apr 1961 
 

/6 Newton Churchyard Income from Internments, 
Erection of Headstones, etc Cash Book. 
 
1 item. 

5 Jun 1943 –  
Dec 1944 
 

/7 Newton Churchyard Flower Borders Cash Book. 
 
1 item. 

1944 – 1964 
 

/8 Newton Churchyard Register of Internments. 
 
1 item. 

16 Jan 1855 – 7 
Dec 1901 
 

/9 Newton Churchyard Section – New Extension. Lairs, 
Lair-holders, Record of Burial etc. 

Jan 1954 



 
1 item. 



/10 Midlothian County Council Newton Churchyard 
Proposed Burial Ground: County Architect’s Dept., 10 
Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 51 x 42 cm. 

Sep 1938 

/11 Plan of Newton Churchyard 1851: Midlothian County 
Council County Architect’s Department, 32 
Palmertson Place, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 86 x 65 cm. 

21 Feb 1967 
 

/12/1-
2 

Midlothian County Council Newton Churchyard 
Extension [section C] Plan of Layout  
 
2 plans, one blueprint 52 x 45 cm. 

Undated – c.1938 

/13 Midlothian County Council Churchyard at Newton 
Details of Front Walls and Entrance Gates: Architect’s 
Dept., 10 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 112 x 61 cm. 

Aug 1939 

/14 M.C.C. [Midlothian County Council] Newton Cemetery 
Boundary Front Wall and Gate: Architect’s Dept., 10 
Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh  
 
Plan, 89 x 59 cm. 

Oct 1940 

/15 Midlothian County Council Newton Churchyard 
Revised Plan of Extension [section C] to Burial 
Ground: Architect’s Department, 10 Drumsheugh 
Gardens, Edinburgh  
 
Plan, 49 x 44 cm. 

Feb 1942 

/16 Newton Church Yard Extension 1967 Midlothian 
County Council: architectural blueprint showing 
section C with lair-holders and new sections  
 
Plan, 95 x 84 cm. 

1967 

/17 Newton Burial Ground, Dalkeith, Proposed Extension 
Site Plan showing cemetery sections A – F  
 
Plan, 51 x 35 cm. 

1976 

/18 Newton Cemetery Extension [section D]: Midlothian 
District Council Technical Services showing lairs and 
plan of cemetery shelter/bothy.  
 
Plan, 84 x 59 cm. 

2 Nov 1978 
 

/19/1-
2 

Newton Cemetery Extension [section D]: Midlothian 
District Council Technical Services  
 
2 copies, 84 x 59 cm. 

29 Dec 1978 

/20 Newton Cemetery Extension [section D]: Midlothian 
District Council Technical Services  

30 Sep 1980 



 
Plan, 84 x 59 cm. 

/21 Newton Cemetery Extension [section D]: Midlothian 
District Council Technical Services  
 
Plans, 84 x 59 cm. 

10 Jan 1984 

/22 Proposed Extension to Newton Cemetery Suggested 
Landscaping: Midlothian District Council Planning and 
Building Control  
 
Plan, 84 x 61 cm. 

Dec 1978 

/23 [Newton Parish Church and Cemeteries] Plan of Site 
showing cemetery sections  
 
Plan, 52 x 47 cm. 

Undated 

MC/16 Penicuik Churchyard and Cemetery 
 
St Mungo’s Church is the parish church of Penicuik 
and is located in the centre of the town at the east 
end of the High Street.  
 
Penicuik Cemetery, which is also known as Kirkhill 
Cemetery, was opened in 1884 and is located on 
Kirkhill Road. 
 
Members of the Lothians Family History Society have 
indexed burial entries from the Old Parish Registers 
(1658-1854). 
 
7 items. 
 

1942 – 1975 

/1 Plan of Burying Ground Penicuik 1859: the Property 
of the Improvement Committee: lair plan with lair-
holders marked, rolled copy of original plan.  
 
Plan, 110 x 84 cm. 

1859 

/2 Penicuik Burial Ground Joint Committee Minute Book. 
 
1 item. 

16 May 1942 – 
27 Jul 1948 
 

/3 Penicuik Burial Ground Joint Committee Minute Book. 
 
1 item. 

28 Sep 1948 – 12 
May 1975 
 

/4 Penicuik Burial Ground Joint Committee Abstract of 
Accounts. 
 
1 item. 

15 May 1943 – 
15 May 1962 



/5 M.C.C. [Midlothian County Council] Penicuik 
Cemetery Proposed New Parapet Wall: Architect’s 
Dept., 10 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 83 x 59 cm. 

Mar 1942 

/6 Plan of Penicuik Cemetery 1884: Midlothian County 
Council Architects Department, 10 Drumsheugh 
Gardens, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 83 x 59 cm. 

Apr 1942 

/7 Midlothian County Council Sketch Plan Showing 
Proposed Minor Alterations to Sexton’s House at 
Penicuik Cemetery: County Architect’s Dept., 32 
Palmerston Place, Edinburgh.  
 
Plan, 40 x 30 cm.  

Oct 1947 

MC/17 Rosewell Cemetery 

 
Rosewell Cemetery, which is also known as Rosedale 
Cemetery, is located at the east end of Rosewell on 
the A6094. 
 
1 item. 

1998 

/1 New Cemetery A6094 Rosewell, Midlothian ‘Lair 
Plan’: Midlothian Council.  
 
Plan, 83 x 59 cm. 

May 1998 

MC/18 Roslin Cemeteries 
 
Roslin cemetery and extensions are located at the 
east side of Roslin near to Rosslyn Chapel.  
 
Roslin Old Burial Ground was extended in 1886.  
 
A New or ‘Middle’ Cemetery was opened in 1908 and 
is located just above the Old Burial Ground.  
 
A second New Cemetery was opened in 1981 and is 
across the lane from the Old Burial Ground. 
 
11 items. 

1887 – 1963 

/1 Burying Ground Recording Book. 
 
1 item.  

19 Dec 1887 – 
Dec 1914 
 

/2 Notice of Internments. 
 
1 item. 

19 Dec 1887 – 2 
Jun 1949 
 

/3 Lair-holders Certificate Stubs. 
 
1 item. 

13 Jul 1916 – 17 
Jul 1963 
 



/4 Lair-holders Certificate Stubs. 
 
1 item. 

17 Jul 1917 – 14 
Apr 1932 
 

/5 [Old Burial Ground] List of Lair Holders. 
 
1 item. 

Undated  
 

/6 Plan of Roslin Cemetery 1886 Extension: Midlothian 
County Council Architect’s Dept copied from original 
plan of 1886.  
 
Plan, 55 x 42 cm. 

Jun 1951 
 

/7 Proposed Extension to Roslin Cemetery Survey Plan: 
Midlothian District Council Technical Services.  
 
Plan, 83 x 59 cm. 

22 Apr 1980 
 

/8 Proposed Extension to Roslin Cemetery Layout Plan: 
Midlothian District Council Technical Services  
 
Plan, 83 x 59 cm. 

12 May 1980 
 

/9 Proposed Extension to Roslin Cemetery: Step & Path 
Edge Details Section Thro’ Steps: Midlothian District 
Council Technical Services  
 
Plan, 83 x 59 cm. 

23 May 1980 

/10 Proposed Alterations to Roslin Cemetery Extension 
Link Pathway: Midlothian District Council Technical 
Services.  
 
Plan, 83 x 59 cm. 

11 Jul 1984 

/11 Proposed Alterations to Roslin Cemetery Extension 
Layout Plan: Midlothian District Council Technical 
Services.  
 
Plan, 83 x 59 cm. 

12 Jul 1984 

MC/19 Temple Churchyard 
 
Temple Churchyard is located just below Temple 
village. 
 
1 item. 
 

1942 – 1965 

/1 Temple Churchyard Internments file of funeral 
notices, etc. 
 
1 item. 

1942 – 1965 
 

MC/20 Gala Water cemeteries administration 

 
A series of receipt books for cemeteries administered 
by Gala water District Council. 
 

1943 – 1964 



3 items. 
 

/1 Gala Water District Council ‘Internment Fees’ Receipt 
Book [Cranston, Crichton, Fala, Harvieston and Heriot 
Cemeteries]. 
 
1 item. 

27 Nov 1962 – 13 
Feb 1964 

/2 [Heriot Cemetery] Gala Water District Council Heriot 
Cemetery Receipt Book. 
 
1 item. 

2 Feb 1944 – 6 
Apr 1962 

/3 [Temple Churchyard] Gala Water District Council 
Temple Churchyard Receipt Book. 
 
1 item. 

24 Aug 1943 – 30 
Oct 1959 

 
MC/21 Registry Certificate Stub books  

 
A series of registry certificates for cemeteries in 
Midlothian. With separate index to lair holders. 
 
13 items. 

1977 – 1984 

/1 Crichton, Fala, Harvieston Registry Certificate Stubs.  

 
1 item. 

11 May 1977 – 
12 June 1981 

/2 Cockpen, Hawthornden, Lasswade, Loanhead 
Registry Certificate Stubs. 
 
1 item. 

26 Jun 1979 – 7 
Jan 1982 

/3 Cockpen, Hawthornden, Loanhead, Roslin Registry 
Certificate Stubs.  
 
1 item. 

6 Apr 1977 – 22 
Jun 1979 

/4 Cockpen, Loanhead, Roslin Registry Certificate Stubs 
nos 1101 – 1200. 
 
1 item. 

14 May 1984 – 7 
May 1986 

/5 Cranston, Harvieston Registry Certificate Stubs nos 
701 – 800. 
 
1 item. 

23 Jun 1981 – 8 
Aug 1985 

/6 Dalkeith, Hawthornden, Loanhead, Newbattle 
Registry Certificate Stubs nos 1525 – 1580. 
 
1 item. 

12 Sep 1981 – 1 
Feb 1988 

/7 Dalkeith, Loanhead, Newbattle, Newton Registry 
Certificate Stubs nos 1001 – 1170. 
 
1 item. 

9 Nov 1983 – 3 
Jul 1986 

/8 Dalkeith, Newbattle Registry Certificate Stubs. 5 Feb 1979 – 23 



 
1 item. 

Jul 1980 

/9 Dalkeith, Newbattle, Newton Registry Certificate 
Stubs. 
 
1 item. 

13 Apr 1977 – 23 
Jan 1979 

/10 Dalkeith, Newbattle, Newton Registry Certificate 
Stubs. 
 
1 item. 

28 Jul 1980 – 1 
Mar 1982 

/11 Dalkeith, Newbattle, Newton Registry Certificate 
Stubs. 
 
1 item. 

1 Mar 1982 – 9 
Nov 1983 

/12 Harvieston Registry Certificate Stubs nos 1324 – 
1522. 
 
1 item. 

5 Jun 1985 – 4 
Sep 1987 

/13 Loanhead, Roslin Registry Certificate Stubs. 
 
1 item.  

11 Jan 1982 – 9 
May 1984 

MC/22 Lair Receipt Books 
 

A series of registry certificates for cemeteries in 
Midlothian. With separate index to lair holders. 
 
11 items. 

1931 -1979 

/1 Carrington, Hawthornden, Roslin registry certificates. 
 
1 item. 

31 Aug 1963 – 23 
Nov 1976 

/2 Cockpen, Hawthornden, Roslin registry certificates. 
 
1 item. 

14 Dec 1976 – 28 
Mar 1977 

/3 Cockpen, Newbattle registry certificates. 
 
1 item. 

16 Jul 1949 – 10 
Jul 1973 

/4 Cockpen, Newbattle registry certificates. 
 
1 item. 

22 Sep 1960 – 15 
Apr 1980 

/5 Cockpen, Newbattle registry certificates. 
 
1 item. 

16 Jul 1973 – 20 
April 1983 

/6 Cockpen, Newbattle registry certificates nos 901 – 
1001. 
 
1 item. 

14 Jan 1972 – 7 
Nov 1974 

/7 Cockpen, Newbattle registry certificates nos 1001 – 
1100. 
 
1 item. 

7 Nov 1974 – 17 
Dec 1976 



/8 Cockpen, Newbattle registry certificates nos 1101 – 
1200. 
 
1 item. 

31 Dec 1976 – 14 
Mar 1977 

/9 Cranston, Harvieston registry certificates. 
 
1 item. 

10 Apr 1964 – 31 
Jul 1975 

/10 Dalkeith churchyard registry certificates. 
 
1 item. 

29 Jan 1931 – 24 
Nov 1970 

/11 Newbattle, Newton registry certificates. 
 
1 item. 

1 Jan 1962 – 7 
Nov 1979 

 
 

 
  
 
 


