
 

 

 
Minute of Community Planning Board Meeting held on 

Thursday 19 April 2018 at 10:00am, Committee Room, Midlothian House 
 
Present: Councillor Jim Muirhead, Midlothian Council (Chair) 
  Alasdair Mathers, Midlothian Council  
  George Archibald, Chamber of Commerce 
  Annette Bruton, Edinburgh College  
  Jim Sherval, NHS Lothian  
  Mairi Simpson, NHS Lothian MID H&SC Partnership 
  Colonel MacKay, Edinburgh Garrison 
  Garry Clark, FSB 
  Dean Mack, Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 
  Allister Short, Midlothian IJB  
  George Wilson, MVA  
  Kenneth Lawrie, Midlothian Council  
  Frank Beattie, Scottish Enterprise 
  Lesley Kelly, MVA & Volunteer Midlothian 
  Gill Jardine, DWP  
  Mike Ash, NHSL 
  Malcolm Spaven, Midlothian Federation of CC  
  Mary Smith, Midlothian Council  
  David Walker, Police Scotland 
  James Royan, Police Scotland 
  Grace Vickers, Midlothian Council (part) 
  Magnus Inglis, Midlothian Council (part) 
  Ian Johnston, Midlothian Council (part) 
  
    
Apologies: John Blair, Midlothian Council 
 Mike Jeffrey, Edinburgh College 
 
 

 Councillor Muirhead  welcomed all to Community Planning Board 
 
Attendees and apologies as noted above. 
 

Action 

1 Minute or previous meeting CPP Board and working group.  Matters 
Arising/Action Register 
 
CPP Board - Previous Minute accepted as an accurate record. Malcolm 
Spaven noted that he was marked as both being present and absent from 
the meeting on the last minutes, he was present.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

2 Scottish Borders Council – Presentation (Commitment from IS 
Programme) 
 
No one present from Scottish Borders Council so presentation did not go 
ahead. 

 
 

Carried 
forward to next 

meeting 
 



 

 

 
3 
 
 

Town Centres 
 
IJ spoke regarding the town centres of Midlothian.  The top ten town centres 
cover a size of 77,500m², Straiton retail park covers a size of 95,800m².   
 
The majority of retail centres are on the outskirts of town centres especially 
those that sell carpets/furniture/white goods etc. 
 
The rents and rates for shops to open in town centres is more expensive 
than those that are in retail parks which are on the outskirts of towns.   
 
Due to the demand for housing in Midlothian Council the infrastructure will 
suffer regarding the ratio of housing and retail.  Stress regarding the 
infrastructure has been raised at all meetings. 
 
Housing demand in Midlothian is 50% for renting and 13% for affordable 
housing. 
 
It is feared that Midlothian will become a commuter belt to people who work 
in Edinburgh. 
 
Town Centres are mixed housing and retail, outwith Town Centres there is 
housing and the retail areas are not next to them. 
 

 

4 Revised Governance Framework Sign Off 
 
This was accepted and signed off. 
 

 

5 Annual Performance  Top Priorities Report – 2017-18 
 
Alastair could you please fill in as my copy of this document was used 
by someone in the meeting yesterday.  Thanks. 
 

 

6 Single Midlothian Plan 2018-19 Approval 
 
AM – Advised that this had been circulated prior to the meeting and thanked 
the partners in their hard work and help preparing this report. At present 
85% of report is complete with only a small number of group updates to be 
added or amended to the Action Plan.  This was approved.  
 
KL thanked AM for pulling the plan together. 
 

 

7 Obesity and Diabetes Proposal 
 
The financial burden on health and other services is excessive, 10% of the 
current NHS budget is used for to tackle obesity and diabetes in the 
Midlothian area. 
 
Resources for this work are currently limited however the Scottish 
Government announced funding of £42 million over the next 5 years to 
expand services that take action to improve diet and weight in Scotland.  It 
is important that Midlothian is in a position to take advantage of this funding 
when it is made available.  This requires a strategic, joined up approach to 
what is a complex issue. 
 

 



 

 

 
8 Early Action Change Fund 

 
Children and young people in Midlothian will be able to help shape the 
future of local mental health services, thanks to an Early Action Fund grant 
of £836,000 to a multi-agency partnership project led by Midlothian Council. 
 
The Early Action Fund is an investment of funding by the Big Lottery Fund 
in order to help organisations make a fundamental shift toward effective 
early action in Scotland.  The grant will fund change programmes that bring 
together people and organisations from the voluntary and public sectors to 
plan for the future and collaborate to make early action central to their work. 
 
Midlothian Council and partners have received funding to work with the 
system supporting children and young people’s mental health.  This is to 
cover: 
 

 Core staff team of Project Manager, Community Engagement Officer 
and analyst time 

 System mapping exercise, and associated costs including training 
young people to become peer researchers 

 Tests of change, based on the outcome of the mapping 

 Integration of new ways of working into practice 
 

We are looking at a wide range spectrum, from primary school to age 25. 
 
The whole reason that the grant was given was due to the hard work and 
research that a number of young people done.  A huge congratulations 
should go out to the young people who done the research. 
 
The Big Lottery Fund said that it was the best application that they had 
received. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 Early Years Expansion Plan 
 
A paper and booklet was passed out regarding Midlothian Early Learning 
and Childcare. 
 
The recommendation of the report regarding the submission of the revised 
financial template on the expansion of Early Learning and Childcare to 1140 
hours to the Scottish Government and the planning for implementation 
being taken. 
 

 

10 Scottish Fire and Rescue Plan 
 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Services are going through a transformation at the 
moment.  Five years of negotiations should hopefully be concluded by 
Monday 23 April. 
 

 

 AOB 
 
There was no other business 
 

  
 
 

 


