
 

 

 
Minute of Community Planning Board 

Thursday 13 December 2018 at 10:00am  
Committee Room, Midlothian House 

 
Present:  
Councillor Jim Muirhead Midlothian Council 
Alasdair Mathers  Midlothian Council 
Lesley Kelly  Midlothian Voluntary Action 
Nicola Bruce (presenting) Midlothian Council Community Safety 
Stephen Gourlay  Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 
Dr Mary Smith  Midlothian Council 
Angus MacInnes  Police Scotland 
Allister Short   Midlothian Council/NHS Lothian 
George Wilson  Midlothian Voluntary Action 
Grant McDougall  Skills Development Scotland 
Malcolm Spaven  Federation of Community Councils 
Elaine Morrison  Scottish Enterprise 
George Archibald  Chamber of Commerce 
Grace Vickers  Midlothian Council  
 
Apologies: 
Angus McCann  NHS Lothian 
Colonel Douglas Mackay Armed Forces 
Keith Fisken  SEStran 
Councillor Smaill   Midlothian Council  
 

 Councillor Muirhead welcomed all to Community Planning Board 
and apologies as noted above. 

ACTION 

 
1 

 
Minute or previous meetings of CPP Board and Working Group agreed as a 
true record.   
 
Action Register 
All actions either completed or on the agenda.  Move to archive. 

 
 
 
 
 

AM 
 

2 Annual CP Development Day Feedback/Recommendations 
Overall positive feedback for the Development Day with only some minor 
concerns over physical/organisational issues.   
Attendance was good with the addition of young people boosting this, 
otherwise attendance would have been slightly lower than previous years. 
Delegates supported the retention of the existing Top 3 Priorities.   
There was a suggestion for a fourth priority around a safe environment for 
people.  This was a primary concern of young people and was also 
highlighted in responses from the youth version of the Citizens’ Panel. 
There was an overall agreement that Midlothian is a safe place but 
perception of this needs to be boosted. 
EM noted that the significant youth turnout at the Development Day was the 
highest attendance of young people she had seen at an engagement event 
and it is important that they see a tangible outcome from their attendance. 
GMcD suggested a potential strapline to the existing ‘Great Place to Grow’ 
logo. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL 
AM 

 
 



 

 

Fourth priority suggestion referred back to CPWG to decide on how to 
articulate this without promoting fear of an unsafe environment, and whether 
it should be an additional priority (concerns this may dilute the existing three 
top priorities) or managed within the existing priorities. 
 

AM/LK 

3 
 
 

Governance – Community Safety & Justice Partnership Board 
Report circulated with papers. 
Report endorsed by CP Board. 
 

 

4 Best Value Audit Progress 
GV advised Audit Scotland will be on site from third week in January until 
around the end of March.  They may attend a future CP Board meeting but 
have already noted that partnership working within Midlothian appears to be 
strong.   
Invitations are to be extended to Audit Scotland for future partnership 
meetings.   
They will focus on vision/leadership, the three targeted communities, and 
financial/sustainability issues.  
There is a recurring theme of diminishing resources across all Scottish 
Councils. 
Case studies are to be sent to AM for coordination. 

  
 
 
 
 

ALL 
 
 
 
 
 

AM/ALL 
 

5 Obesity/Diabetes Challenge 
AS spoke to this but Mairi Simpson is leading.   
Thanks to CP Board members that attended the Arts Centre session on 24 
October. 
Various measures have been put in place looking at early identification and 
prevention of Type 2 Diabetes.  AS is looking for this issue to be included in 
reporting for monitoring progress.  
The six East of Scotland Councils/IJBs are looking at a common and positive 
approach to weight management through education and physical activity, with 
a view to becoming a model for all of Scotland. 
A key success was Tier 3 patients (high BMI, restricted mobility) that sampled 
a food supplement for 8-12wks found their Diabetes went into remission. 
It was noted that, as with many public health and safety issues, legislation is 
what has resulted in improvements (eg seatbelts).  There is currently a 
Scottish Government consultation “Reducing Health Harms of Food High in 
Fat, Sugar, or Salt” (circulated with papers).  AS agreed to coordinate a 
response by Public Health Partnership for approval by CP Board.  This 
consultation closes on 9 January 2019. 
It was noted that despite the Council Planning Committee blocking a fast food 
outlet due to proximity to a school, the retailer referred this to the Scottish 
Reporter, so support at Government level is needed.  Outcome of this appeal 
to be reported back.  Overprovision of licensed premises was also mentioned, 
as there had been recent licensing board decision to reduce the status of 
Dalkeith town centre.  It was agreed that we need a consistent message on 
health issues, supported by legislation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

AM/AS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AS 
 
 
 
 

6 H1 Performance Report 
Report circulated with minutes.  The Board was asked for comment. 
EM noted that a lot of the Off Target indicators relate to the safety issue 
highlighted by young people at the Development Day. 
There was some discussion around the political weight of the CP Board and 
the channels available to pursue matters with Scottish Government to support 
their demands on CPPs.  Cllr Muirhead advised the political matters should 
be channelled via Councillors and the Scottish Government representative 
member on CP Board. 
MS noted the challenges under Sustainable Growth theme (p52).  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Community Councils are finding it very hard to recruit young people and 
working adults.  Is there a way CP Board can support this?  People are 
needed to take ownership and responsibility to actually get things done. 
MS asked for clarification on the future of the LEADER funding.  AM 
confirmed LEADER is closed to new applications but funds may become 
available if existing allocations are under-utilised. 
MS suggested that Thematic Leads attend future CP Board meetings when 
Performance Reporting is on the agenda to give a strict 10 minute overview 
of their theme.  CP Board agreed to this. 
EM advised that the Edinburgh & the South East City Region Deal held 
the inaugural meeting of it’s Regional Enterprise Council (a business 
advisory group).  That group noted that there are currently 55,000 
young people in poverty across the Region and it was suggested that 
the CP Board ask the REC for clarify as to what steps it may take or 
recommend to help tackle this.  AM confirmed there is currently an 
Enterprise and Skills group within City Region Deal structure, the 
developing young workforce regional and CPP level partnerships and 
the CPP has a child poverty reduction working group under the IOM 
strand. 

 
ALL 

 
 
 
 
 

AM 
 
 
 

ALL 

7 AOB 
 
Vision 2020-2040 
GV proposed that a new vision for 2020-2040 be produced in the 
development process for the 2019 Development Day.  CP Board agreed as 
the current long term vision ends in 2020. 
It was confirmed the 2019 Development Day will be in November 2019 and 
will again be on a Saturday.  The venue suggested is Lasswade High School 
Centre, as a free resource for Council use. 
GA has kindly offered Chamber of Commerce Events Team to organise the 
logistics for this event and AM thanked GA on behalf of CP Board.  This is a 
good example of partnership working. 
Cllr Muirhead asked if there is a way to track progress on the 2000-2020 
vision.  AM confirmed Performance Officers across the partnership can 
produce this and a quick review he had undertaken suggested that the results 
are overall very positive. 
 
Black Diamond FM Question Time 
AM has had a request from Black Diamond FM to host a Question Time event 
with CP Board members on the panel.  This will be broadcast live by Black 
Diamond and sister station Crystal FM, and later made available as a 
podcast.  Corporate Communications have also agreed to support this event 
to be held at Newbattle High School Centre.  CP Board agreed to this as 
positive publicity for CP Board. 
 
Aspiring Communities Grant 
LK advised applications are now open for Stage 2 of Scottish Government 
Aspiring Communities Grant funding.  This will be a combined application by 
MVA; Volunteer Centre Midlothian; One Dalkeith; Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 
and the Bill Russell Foundation.  As successful applicants for Stage 1 
funding, LK things chances of success are good.  Value of funding is £125k, 
but the closing date is 11 Jan 2019.  LK requested CP Board endorse the bid 
and asked for a letter of support from the chair.  This was agreed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AM/Performance 

Officers  
 
 
 
 
 
 

AM/ALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LK/JM 

8 Date of next meeting –  31 January 2019  
 


