
There are a number of useful resources available to assist Community 
Bodies in preparing Local Place Plans (LPPs). Please also refer to our 
LPP page on our website for further details: www.midlothian.gov.uk/LPP  
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A geographic information system is a system that creates, manages, analyses and maps all 
types of data.  Both the QGIS and ArcGIS packages noted below and other GIS packages 
can be used with free Ordnance Survey (OS) data.  The link opposite provides access to the 
OS Data Hub and OS Open Data Downloads, where some OS data can be downloaded for 

Click for 
QGIS 

A free and widely used open source Geographic Information System (GIS) package, which 
is recommended by Ordnance Survey.  QGIS can be used for the following purposes: 

 View data 

 Explore data and compose maps 

 Create, edit, manage and export data 

 Analyse data 

 Publish maps 

Image credits:   
Quantam GIS (QGIS) 
Esri ArcGIS 

Click for 
OS data 

Click for 
OS info 

ArcGIS is a comprehensive system for designing and managing GIS solutions, with the 
following capabilities: 

 Spatial analysis and data science 

 Mapping 

 3D GIS 

 Imagery and Remote Sensing 

 Data Collection and Management 

Click for 
ArcGIS cost 

Click for 
ArcGIS info 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) introduction 

Quantum GIS (QGIS) 

Esri ArcGIS 

https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/LPP
https://www.qgis.org/en/site/
https://www.qgis.org/en/site/
https://osdatahub.os.uk/downloads/open
https://osdatahub.os.uk/downloads/open
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/gis/software
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/tools-support/gis/software
https://www.esriuk.com/en-gb/store/products/buy/arcgis-for-personal-use
https://www.esriuk.com/en-gb/store/products/buy/arcgis-for-personal-use
https://www.esri.com/en-us/arcgis/about-arcgis/overview
https://www.esri.com/en-us/arcgis/about-arcgis/overview

